









































72 Joseph H. Greenberg

with nouns. This was the reason for specifying nominal subject
and nominal object in the definitions of the basic typology. One
peculiarity of pronominal order is illustrated by French where
we have, 'Je vois 1'homme' but 'Je le vois'; that is, the pro-
nominal object precedes, whereas the nominal object follows.
Similar examples are found in a number of languages of the sam-
ple. In Italian, Greek, Guarani, and Swahili, the rule holds that
the pronominal object always precedes the verb, whereas the
nominal object follows. In Italian and Greek, however, the pro-
noun follows just as does the nominal object with imperatives.

In Berber the pronoun objects, direct or indirect, precede the
verb when the verb is accompanies by the negative or future par-
ticle. In Loritja, the pronominal object may be an enclitic added
to the first word of the sentence. In Nubian, the usual nominal
order is SOV, but the alternative SVO is fairly frequent. For pro-
nominal object, this alternative never occurs. In other words,
the pronominal object always precedes the verb, whereas the
nominal object may either precede or follow. In Welsh, in an
alternative order with emphasis on the pronoun subject, the pro-
noun subject comes first in the sentence. In such sentences the
pronominal object precedes the verb but the nominal object fol-
lows. Finally, in Masai, whereas normal order for nominal ob-
ject is VSO, a pronominal object precedes a nominal subject and
immediately follows the verb.

No contrary instances occur in the sample of a pronominal
object regularly following the verb while a nominal object pre-
cedes. We may therefore state the following universal:
Universal 25. If the pronominal object follows the verb, so does

the nominal object.






