


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 









 







 







 





 











Nauruan Swadesh List 

Tri-Institutional Pacific Program 

Yale University 

 
 

Tri-Institutional Pacific Program  

Department of Anthropology  

Yale University  

Language: Nauruan  

Location: 26 miles South of the Equator & 163° East  

Recorder: Tamaiti Willie Star (handwritten: [received from Pittman])  

Date: 21st of March, 1954  

[http://www.trussel.com/kir/tip.htm; downloaded on March 21, 2011] 

Section 1. Basic Vocabulary  

(entire Swadesh test list) 

The most commonly used simple equivalent for each test item should be given. Disregard 

specialized forms and give a single word or element rather than a phrase. Where a choice is 

necessary, give a term with a broader meaning than that of the test item rather than one with a 

narrower meaning. If it is impossible to translate the test item, omit it. In doubtful cases a note 

as to the meaning or use of the term would be appreciated. The entries are arranged roughly in 

semantic groupings.  

1. hand ebe 

2. left (hand) ebe edamau 

3. right (hand) ebe edamaram 

4. leg enana 

5. foot enana 

6. to walk dugidugo 

7. road (trail, path) emedena 

8. to come tuko 

9. to turn (change one's direction) ewido 

10. swim eaw 

11. to wash (not body parts, if different) gabur 

12. to wipe omag 

13. to rub mwinumwin 

14. dirty mwarere 

15. dust ebadetsi 

16. skin (human) witin 

17. back (person's) erowin 



[…] 

102. animal inim-gokoro 

103. meat (flesh) duwen 

104. fat (organic substance) epat 

105. tail iwin 

106. snake slange (tsirange) 

107. worm (esp. earthworm) emwe 

108. louse iwi 

109. fish yuw 

110. tree imin ero 

111. rotten (as log) enamwamwae 

112. leaf ren 

113. bark (of tree) witin 

114. root awaran 

115. seed ebaba 

116. flower ekauwe 

117. berry (or fruit) kwan 

118. grass ibugibugi 

119. earth (soil) emwarere 

120. stone (pebble) epe (enge) 

121. sand erauro 

122. water ebok 

123. freeze egaramwamwe 

124. ice - 

125. to flow goruro 

126. to float pi 

127. sea (ocean) iyited 

128. salt ebarayited 

129. lake - 

130. river ekaw 

131. mountain etowedudu 

132. woods - 

133. sky ituga 

134. sun ekwan 

135. star edetong 

136. cloud denang 

137. fog - 

138. to rain ed oeron 

139. snow - 

140. wind engin 

141. to blow (of wind) yiw 
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